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Date:  July 28, 2013 
Title:  The Believer and His Relationship to the Spirit of the Antichrist 
Text:  1 John 2:18-27 
Theme: God the Father promises eternal life to all who confess the Son. 
 
The pastoral tones of Pastor John is evidenced by his use of the term ‘little children.’   
 
“My little children” = are these paragraph divisions? [teknion] 

 
My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: (1 John 2:1, KJV) 
 
I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. (1 John 2:12, KJV) 
 
And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. (1 John 2:28, KJV) 
 
little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 
 (1 John 3:7, KJV) 
 
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. (1 John 3:18, KJV) 
 
Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is 
in the world. (1 John 4:4, KJV) 
 
1Jo 5:21 little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. (1 John 5:21, KJV) 
 

 
[Teknon] 

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: 
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (1 John 3:1, KJV) 
 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2, KJV) 
 
In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. (1 John 3:10, KJV) 
 
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.         
(1 John 5:2, KJV) 

 
Never does Pastor John refer to those who have left as “little children.”  Pastor John warns his 
audience of the antichrist’s presence and plan.  Pastor John also notes how the Holy Spirit has 
equipped and enabled the church to believe the truth and discern error.   
 
“The conflict between truth and falsehood is brought into sharp focus by the presence of the 
anti-Christian false teachers. John called attention to the crisis facing believers (vv. 18-19), 
indicated the resources of believers to deal with these opponents (vv. 20-21), underlined the 
test to distinguish true from false believers (vv. 22-25), and instructed his readers in the face of 
the dangers (vv. 26-28).”1  
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Introduction: 
Pastor John’s audience is challenged and unsettled by those who seek to lead them away from 
their confession of Jesus.   
 
Outline: 
 
I. The principle of the antichrist (vv. 18-19). 
 
Pastor John does not speak of something unreal or distant.  The antichrist is at hand.  The term 
antichrist is used only four times in the entire NT and all of them are by John in his epistles. 
 

• Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there 
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. (1 John 2:18) 

 

• Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the 
Son. (1 John 2:22) 

 

• And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that 
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. (1 
John 4:3) 

 

• For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This 
is a deceiver and an antichrist. (1 John 1:7) 

 
The coming of the antichrist is a sign of the last hour.  Is Pastor John referring to a single 
antichrist or does he have in mind an attitude that is antichrist?  One thing is sure in John’s 
mind.  There is a spirit of rebellion against the incarnation of the Son of God and John was 
equally convinced that he was living in the last hour. 
 
There is also a definite embodiment of evil called the antichrist or wicked one or evil one.  
Notice the following passages. 
 

• Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; (1 Thess. 2:3) 

 

• For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of 
the way. (2 Thess. 2:7) 

 

• And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: (2 Thess. 2:8) 

 

• When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, 
and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.  
(Matt. 13:19) 

 
The spirit of the antichrist is promoted by His offspring.  This spirit is present in our world 
today and like John we are living in the last hour. 
 



 

 

3 

A. His immediate presence (vv. 18, 19) 
 
There always appears to be much strife in the local church.  Not just in this local church, but in 
every local church.  Often we look at the conflict and we think most of it is silly, stupid and 
without any substance, yet it persists.  Why is it there?  Three things are at play.  First, the 
serpent’s seed continues to wage war against the seed of the woman.  Second, the devil uses 
the created order to entice and excite our appetites.  Finally, our own appetites permeated by 
sin make idols out of the created order resulting in an abandonment of God’s Story.  That thing 
opposing God delights in seeing such unsettledness exist because it keeps the Church of God 
from carrying out the Mission of God for the fulfilling of the Vision of God.  As a church we 
fail to see the greater conflict and Story in which we exist.  Pastor John seeks to remind his 
people what is actually going on. 
 

1. In the world (v. 18) 
 
Verses 18 and 19 do not paint a pretty picture. In fact, if you have ever encountered demonic 
activity it will raise the hair on the back of your neck.  Friend, the devil and his malignant 
hoards are present, BUT so are God and His ministering angels. 
 
Although we cannot dismiss lightly our own culpability in our temptation and failure, we 
must understand that we are not yet in the Garden of Eden and this world system is awash in 
demonic activity.  Yet Pastor John goes even further by what he says in verse 19.  It isn’t that 
the church is in the world, it is how the world is in the church. 
 
The church is to be a safe harbor where we can regroup, relax, recharge, renew, and deploy.  
Yet often we battle the devil in our own home. 
 

2. In the church (v. 19) 
 
How does the spirit of the antichrist manifest itself among the children of God? 
 

B. His basic principle (vv. 22, 23). 
 
I have a tendency to think we surround the idea with so many minutias that we miss the 
substance of what constitutes the principle of the antichrist. 
 

• Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the 
Son. (1 John 2:22) 

 

• And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that 
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. (1 
John 4:3) 

 

• For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This 
is a deceiver and an antichrist. (2 John 7) 
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We have already visited the word confess.   It means “say the same thing.”  The devil does not 
“say the same thing” concerning sin or the Son of God.  This is THE fundamental issue.  When 
we make sin something other than what God does, we are making Him a liar.  By making sin 
something other than what His Story speaks concerning it, we change the very make-up of the 
Story and thus denigrate and dismiss the very nature of who Jesus is, why He came and what 
He does. 
 
Pastor John calls such a person a liar.  “The liar (ho pseustês). The liar (with the article) par 
excellence. Rhetorical question to sharpen the point made already about lying in 1Jo 1:6, 10; 
2:4, 21.”2 
 
Listen to the strong words Pastor John uses to describe the devil in John 8:44.. 
 

• You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44) 

 
C. His malignant playbook 

 
According to Ephesians 6:10, 11, the devil has a distinct plan.  He has a method of destroying 
the testimony of the people of God and of blinding the eyes of those who hear the Word of 
God (2 Cor. 4:1-4).  He fights to keep people from faith in God. 
 
Listen to how graphic this language is. 
 

• 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) 

 

• 14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; and 
when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown in them. 
(Mark 4:14, 15) 

 

• 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. (Eph. 6:10, 11) 

 

• 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth 
in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, (Eph. 4:14, 15) 

 

• 10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven 
anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by 
Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes. (2 Cor. 2:10, 11) 

 
This is what we saw earlier in 1 John 2:15-17.  His end game is to keep people from agreeing 
with God concerning their sin and His Son.  How does he go about doing this?  Our passage 
suggests three of those methods. 
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1. To infiltrate (v. 19) 
 
It is scary to think of what Pastor John is saying.  The antichrist was on their church rolls.  He 
was numbered among them.  They called him brother.  Perhaps, he even ministered in various 
capacities.  But in time he showed himself for what he was, a God-hating, sin-softening, Christ-
denying devil. 
 
Paul spoke of this in Acts 20:28-30. 
 
• 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath  made you 

overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that 
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing  the flock. 30 Also of your own 

selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after  them. (Acts 20:28-30) 

 
He warned us as well in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. 
 
• 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No 

wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants 
also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds. (2 Cor. 
11:13-15) 

 
Who are these people?  Perhaps people like Demas who forsook the ministry for love of this 
world (2 Tim. 4:10) or Diotrephes who loved the limelight in the church of God (3 John 9).   
 
• 9 Make every effort to come to me soon; 10 for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and 

gone to Thessalonica; (2 Tim. 4:9, 10) 

 
• 9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we 

say. 10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with 
wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids 
those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church. 11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is 
good. The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God. (3 John 9-11) 

 
I desire to be cautious in what I say.  Not everyone who leaves a church is of the devil AND 
not everyone who stays in a church and opposes the leadership is an antichrist.  But be assured 
of this, there is the spirit of the antichrist in our midst today.  We are delusional if we think 
otherwise.   
 
I am not so naïve as to think yesterday’s victories are sufficient for today’s battles.  There will 
always be conflict in your marriage, in your relationships, and in your church.  Why, because 
God has not yet sent His Son to bring heaven on earth.  He has yet to turn the next page which 
will bring us to the next chapter where the Son is sent to gather His people, purge sin from this 
earth and sit on the throne where every tongue will confess and every knee bow whereby 
confessing He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings.  Yet Pastor John assures his people and us 
that Jesus has already overcome the evil one and we are on the winning side of this temporal 
battle.   
 
Let us consider the second means used by the devil to overthrow faith in Jesus. 
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2. To deny (vv. 22, 23) 

 
Both denials are present participles.  These people hate God and deny that Jesus is God in 
human flesh.   
 
This denial is also used in Matthew 10:33 where those who deny Jesus before men will be 
denied before His Father.  Yet, it is the same word for denial used to describe Peter’s denial of 
Jesus in John 18:25, 27.  Such denial by Peter and his resulting repentance assures us that no 
failure is fatal.   Peter uses this word for denial to describe the denial of Jesus by the Jews in his 
sermon on Pentecost (Acts 3:13, 14).  Peter knew of what he spoke and calls them, even in their 
denial, to repent and believe the Gospel.  Jude uses this word to describe those who have crept 
in with stealth and turned the grace of our God into lasciviousness and denied the only Lord 
God and our Lord Jesus Christ (Jude 4). 
 
I’ve stressed this idea throughout.  Notice the third idea in verse 26. 
 

3. To deceive (v. 26) 
 
Pastor John uses the word three times in this Letter. 
 

• If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:8) 
 

• These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. (1 John 2:26) 
 

• Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 
(1 John 3:7) 

 
The King James uses the graphic word “seduce.”  It is interesting to note it is a present 
participle.  They are intentional and aggressive in their desire to destroy the work of God.  It 
is the same thought found in Luke 4:13 when the devil left off tempting Christ for a “season” 
or measure of time.  It is the same idea expressed by Peter in 1 Peter 5:8.  The devil is walking 
about (Pres. Indicative) seeking (Pres. Participle) whom he may destroy.   
 
“"Concerning those that are trying to lead you astray" (conative use of the present active 
articular participle of planaô. See 1Jo 1:8 for this verb. John is doing his part to rescue the sheep 
from the wolves, as Paul did (Ac 20:29).”3 
 
It is the same thought found in 1 Tim. 4:1. 
 

• Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; (1 Tim. 4:1) 

 
The word “seducing” is the same as in our current passage.  We must be assured of this.  The 
devil is seeking to seduce us away from Christ, and unfortunately I think he succeeds too 
often.  As grim as the current situation is, we are not left defenseless nor without hope or help. 
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Pastor John puts this present threat against the backdrop of the Holy Spirit and His mighty 
work of placing us in the position of overcoming. 
 
II. The truth of the Holy Spirit 
 
The Holy Spirit empowers the believer/church to stand fast in a war zone.  What Pastor John 
is about to say should be placed inside of the following thought.  First, Jesus is THE 
INCARNATE CHRIST.  He is THE ANOINTED ONE.  Throughout this Letter Jesus is 
identified as THE INCARNATE CHRIST.   
 

• what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. (1 John 1:3) 

 

• My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; (1 John 2:1) 

 

• Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies 
the Father and the Son. (1 John 2:22) 

 

• This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just 
as He commanded us. (1 John 3:23) 

 

• By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God; (1 John 4:2) 

 

• Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child 
born of Him. (1 John 5:1) 

 

• This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water 
and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. (1 John 5:6) 

 

• And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him 
who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 
(1 John 5:20) 

 
Second, the Gnostic’s claimed a secret knowledge.  They placed themselves as a privileged 
class possessing information that others were not privy to.  In light of these two thoughts, 
consider what Pastor John says to his church/churches. 
 
Let us note two aspects of the Spirit’s ministry. 
 

A. The anointing (vv. 20, 27) 
 
This particular Greek word is only found three times in the New Testament and only in these 
two verses.  It simply means “to anoint.”  I wonder if Pastor John did not use this very word 
because the Gnostics denied Jesus as the Anointed One.  The significance of the action is not 
the anointing, but the consequences of the anointing.  The Holy Spirit enables us to understand 
the truth.  I see the anointing as a consequence of His abiding presence.  I do not see it as a 
distinct nor separate action as if some enjoy it and others do not.  All believers are anointed by 
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God because of the Spirit’s presence.  Every local church has the Holy Spirit enabling them to 
identify what is or is not error.  The Holy Spirit is not working outside the Church; the Holy 
Spirit is IN the Church.  He is what makes the church, the church. 
 
Because of the illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit true believers have the ability to know 
the truth about their sin and Jesus. The idea is similar in John 14:26 and 16:13.  The context is 
the upper room and perhaps dealing with the immediate circumstances of initial revelation, 
but this is the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  By way of application the Holy Spirit does recall and 
coordinate for the student of Scripture His Word. 
 

• But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (John 14:26) 

 

• Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (John 
16:13) 

 
Paul gives us a similar word in 1 Cor. 2:12, 13. 
 

• 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know 
the things that are freely given to us of God. 13  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. (1 Cor. 
2:12, 13) 

 
Pastor John’s point is clear, because of the anointing ministry of the Holy Spirit we have 
residing within us collectively [and individually] the author of the text to teach us the truth of 
the text. 
 
The purpose of the anointing is simple, so that we might know the truth about our sin and 
Jesus, and in so doing be able to identify error.  This idea is startling in its simplicity.  When 
you begin sharing the gospel with others inevitably you must come to the sin issue.  And for 
most, this is the problem.  There is a significant failure to recognize their sin and the need of a 
Savior.  Pastor John’s audience was surrounded by a spirit of antichrist.  In fact they were in 
their midst.   
 
The issue is not the minutia of doctrine/detail but the broader brush strokes of faith that are 
non-negotiable.  Consider what that would currently look like in 1 John. 
 

1. You are a sinner and need a Savior. 
2. Jesus is the incarnate Christ who is the only advocate before the Father. 
3. You cannot claim to love the Father if you do not love His body/the church. 

 
These conclusions are the consequence of the anointing.  There is no mention of our refined 
systems or dogmas after 2,000 years of theological hankering.  I love the minutia, but we have 
used the minutia to build walls of isolation and separation instead of rooms for celebration 
and mission. 
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B. The Abiding (vv. 20, 27) 
 

• And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (1 
John 2:17) 

 

• They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. (1 
John 2:19) 

 

• Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard 
from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. (1 John 2:24) 

 

• But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: 
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught 
you, ye shall abide in him. {in him: or, in it} (1 John 2:27) 

 

• And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. (1 John 2:28) 

 
The Gnostics were claiming some form of secret knowledge.  Having this knowledge meant 
they were people of power.  They were the ‘have’ and everyone else where the ‘have not.’  
Pastor John assures his congregation they are deficient in no area and they did not need to be 
instructed by the Gnostics. 
 
Notice what appears to be the consequence of the anointing.  Believers know the truth 
concerning their sin and the Savior Jesus and, in the context, recognize the error of the 
antichrist.  The anointing ministry bears witness and provides faith to the recipient to know 
this truth. 
 
Consider this following quick snapshot of this text. 
 

• The lie – Jesus is not the Christ (vv. 22, 23) 

• The truth – Jesus is the Christ (vv. 24-27) 
o Let the confession abide in you (v. 24).  What is it that is to abide in them?  That 

which is to abide in them is the truth about their sin and Jesus.  The consequence 
of this truth is living with God forever (v. 17), of remaining in the Son and in the 
Father (v. 24).  The result of this confession is eternal life (v. 25). 

o The anointing enabled you to confess your sin and Jesus as Christ and Advocate 
and to continue in that confession (v. 27). 

o Do not leave this confession (v. 28).  To leave this confession results in shame, 
eternal death and damnation.  Do not be like those who have left this confession 
and have left the church. 

 
It is difficult to know if verse 28 is the end of this thought or the beginning of the next.  
Regardless, verse 28 functions as a bridge and transitions us into Pastor John’s next thought 
concerning the believer’s relationship to sin. 
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o Children look/act like their parents (v. 29 [cf. John 8:44]).  If He is righteous, then 
so also are we.  The Gnostics were denying Jesus and thus did not live like Jesus. 

 
If I understand Pastor John correctly, to abide means to be saved.  I do not believe abiding 
speaks of sanctification as well as justification.  Some would suggest obedience produces 
abiding / fellowship and thus disobedience breaks this abiding / fellowship.   
 
Personally, I do not see how you can have it both ways.  If you are not abiding, then you are 
lost.  Pastor John is concerned about beginnings, but he is more concerned about the ending.  
Pastor John warns his audience against falling into error and following after the antichrist. 
 
There is a strong idea of perseverance versus falling away.  Can you see it?  We should 
consider paralleling verse 28 with 19.  A group did not persevere and thus fell away from the 
faith.  John encourages his audience to persevere lest they fall away.  By persevering they will 
partake of the promise: eternal life (v. 25). 
 
Our problem with this thought is due to 2,000 years of theological hankering.  Pastor John 
simply says to his congregation, “Do not go the way of those who reject sin and Jesus.”  The 
outcome of such a denial is damnation.  Pastor John is not saying to his church, “Don’t worry 
about it.”  He is saying, “Believe the truth and the Holy Spirit will enable you to believe the 
truth.” 
 
Those who are saved will stand before God unashamed and with full confidence at the Son’s 
appearance.   
 
Shepherding the Church of God: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Is your guard up?  Are you resisting the spirit of this age? 
2. Are you this day faithfully rejecting error and abiding in the truth? 
 
 
                                                           

1 http://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/bsac-nt/hiebert-1john2-pt4-bs.pdf 
Bibliotheca Sacra 146 (1989) 76-93. Copyright © 1989 by Dallas Theological Seminary. Cited with permission. An 
Expositional Study of 1 John Part 4 (of 10 parts): An Exposition of 1 John 2:18-28 D. Edmond Hiebert. 

2 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 1 John 2:22. 
3
 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 1 John 2:26. 


